Tolkien’s Handwriting — A Guide for the Perplexed
An Appendix to “Editing the Tolkienian Manuscript”
By Carl F. Hostetter

A familiarity with the idiosyncrasies of Tolkien’s handwriting can greatly facilitate interpretation of Tolkien’s hastier
handwriting. In aid of imparting some of this familiarity, I give here a comprehensive tabulation of the more
idiosyncratic, difficult, or otherwise potentially misinterpreted or even opaque letterforms found in the four texts
presented in my contribution, “Editing the Tolkienian Manuscript”, to The Great Tales Never End (Bodleian,2022).
These comprise texts of varying dates, thus exemplifying what might be thought of as early, middle, and late stages in
Tolkien’s handwriting (and implements thereof).

When coupled with more or less extensive amounts of time staring at texts, this table may help researchers decipher
even Tolkien’s most difficult handwriting.

May.



Text1 — c. 1918

Text 2 — c. 1948

Text 3.1 — c. 1968

Text 3.11 — c. 1968

Text 4 — c. 1968
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